
Sir, 

Last week you reported that the Council was “seeking to sell land for housing” and extolling the 
virtues of the Private Finance Initiative (PFI )in providing improvements for tenants in Swarcliffe. 
The improvements have been so effective that there are 300 bids for a home when one 
becomes vacant. 

But why is the Council so keen to get involved with the private sector for the provision of social 
housing? Why sell off land to private developers when council properties could be constructed 
for rent with the income being retained by the council and reinvested in further housing 
development for those who cannot or do  not want to buy? 

  

The stock of Council properties and building land are assets of the citizens of Leeds and should 
not be sold off so a few can make a financial gain. Those who have been affected by the 
Bedroom Tax have not been able to relocate as alternative properties are not available and 
nationally only 10% of those affected have actually moved. 

  

The “Right to Buy” scheme is to be extended to social landlords beyond the council at huge 
discounts and there are further plans from the Tories in Westminster to instruct the local 
authority to sell off its housing stock by private sale when properties become empty. The people 
of Swarcliffe might just find that no bids can be made to rent a property if the Council does as it 
is to be told and sells the houses so reducing the council house stock still further. Oh, and how 
much does Leeds Council owe  in repayments to the PFI providers and what rate of interest are 
they paying? 

  

Creeping privatisation was bad enough but this full frontal attack on the provision of social 
rented housing will have repercussions for years to come. Tenants beware.  

 


