
Welfare for All
No to the Scapegoating of Migrants!

Breadline Britain
In today's breadline Britain we're all feeling the pinch.  UK workers are suffering the longest and most severe 
decline in real earnings since records began in Victorian times; 1 in every 6 adults in paid work is now defined as 
"poor".  Meanwhile we've seen  a 700% increase in use of food banks, homelessness up by a third, and hospital 
admissions for malnutrition doubling -  all in the last 5 years.  People are justifiably angry about this growing 
hardship and the erosion of  the services which once offered a degree of protection for the most needy.  With an 
election around the corner, politicians of all parties are eager to respond to this anger by laying the blame with 
Britain's migrants whilst avoiding the real causes of the problems people face. 

Who's to blame for poverty and declining welfare services?
If welfare is stretched at the moment it certainly isn't the fault of migrants.  The blame lies firmly with the Con-
Dem Government.  Since their election in 2010 they have initiated the most severe assault on the welfare state 
since its foundation.  The Comprehensive Spending Review of 2010 saw £80 billion cut from the public sector, £18
billion of which cam from welfare spending.  In June 2013 a further £11.5 billion was cut, including £2.6 billion 
from local authority budgets.  Many local authority services are no longer in a position to meet the demands of the 
most needy and desperate people; instead they are forced to rely on voluntary organisations such as the Citizens 
Advice Bureau or food banks.  The privatisation of the NHS under the Heath and Social Care Act, along with the 
calculated assault on social housing will only deepen this misery over coming years.

Some of the most savage cuts have been to our welfare benefits.  April 2013 saw the introduction of the 
'bedroom tax' which affected over 600 thousand households and reduced weekly budgets by an average of £14.  In 
addition to this there have been cuts to council tax benefits, a cap on the total amount claimants can receive, 
regardless of their circumstances, and the staged introduction of Universal Credit.  An impact assessment has 
calculated that 2.8 million people will be worse off under Universal Credit than under current arrangements.  And it
isn't just the unemployed who are suffering; the number of working poor reliant on benefits to top up low wages 
now exceeds the number of claimants who are unemployed.       

Do migrants place a strain on our welfare services?
Stories about migrants stretching our welfare services to the limit is a myth.  Most migrants come here young (85%
from Eastern Europe are below 40) and fully educated, minimising the impact on health and education budgets.and
providing a significant subsidy to the UK economy by eliminating the costs of raising, educating and making the 
person “work-ready”.  Meanwhile the Government's own figures show that only 4% of new social housing lettings 
in England (2012-13) were to people from the EU.  Nine out of ten new tenants are UK nationals.  Those from the 
EU who do get social housing are likely to have been here for 5 years or more.  

Overall, studies consistently show that migrants are net contributors to public finances, paying more in 
taxes and social security than they receive in benefits, and 30% more than they cost public services.  A recent UCL 
report revealed that European migrants made a positive financial contribution of £20 billion to the economy 
between 2000 and 2011. Rather than placing a strain on our welfare services migrant labour sustains these services.
Migrant workers currently make up 19% of social workers, 16% of care workers, 10% of nursing assistants and 8%
of education assistants. 

Are migrants 'flocking' to Britain's 'soft touch' benefits system?
Anyone who has ever had to claim benefits in this country will know it's a myth that the UK has a particularly 
generous system.  Studies have shown that the value of UK benefits has been declining in real terms for the last 30 
years, and now stands at less than half the level that is needed to maintain a minimum, socially acceptable quality 
of life.  Other European countries such as France, Germany, Denmark and the Netherlands all spend far more in 
real terms on social security than the UK.  Despite this, politicians would have you believe that Britain is engulfed 
by a wave of benefit tourism as people flock from all corners of Europe to enjoy the delights of life on the dole in 



the UK - the facts, however,  tell a different story.  In February 2011 DWP figures showed 1.44 million claiming 
Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA), and less than 38,0000 of these were from EU countries (2.6%).  Meanwhile a 
government-funded report of 2013 established that migrants were 45% less likely to claim benefits than British 
born workers.  

Migrants coming to this country for work is only to be expected.  Neoliberal capitalism is creating new 
extremes of wealth and poverty – both within nations and between nations.  This leaves those at the bottom of the 
heap with little option but to 'up sticks' and eke out a living wherever they can.

How are migrants' benefit rights being undermined?
Life for EU migrants in this country has never been easy.  New entrants have had to pass a tough Habitual 
Residency Test in order to access most welfare benefits.  From the beginning of this year though, the rules have 
been made even tougher.  Now people have to  reside for 3 months in this country before they are entitled to JSA – 
a rule that was extended to Child Tax Credit and Child Benefit on 1st July.  And from 1st April this year, new 
migrants also lost their right to claim housing benefit.  You would think that things couldn't get much worse for 
migrants but David Cameron is now promising even more stringent welfare restrictions for next year's Tory 
election manifesto.  These include plans to ban migrants from receiving in-work benefits for 4 years and to stop 
jobless migrants from qualifying for unemployment benefits at all. 

Why are the politicians 'getting tough' on migrants?
Today, all the major parties, not just UKIP, are engaged in an 'arms race' to get tough on migrants.  There are a 
number of reasons why this is happening.  Firstly, Cameron and his Eton chums would love to highlight a problem 
which doesn't really exist in order to distract voters from the very real problems caused by their austerity agenda.  
Of course, it isn't just the Tories and UKIP who are trying to outdo each other on immigration.  Labour's Ed 
Milliband also parrots UKIP’s lines on immigration, citing David Cameron's “broken pledges to cut numbers”, “a 
system out of control”, the need to be “tougher” etc.  Once a dangerous genie has been let out of the bottle even the
opposition parties see no option but to jump on the bandwagon, since the alternative would be to point to the real 
causes of the problems people face.  The truth is that all the major parties are wedded to the same capitalist system 
that creates these problems in the first place, and they all share broadly the same agenda of privatisation and cuts to
welfare and public services. 

There are many economic as well as ideological reasons why the Government is intent on attacking 
migrants' rights.  Whilst it makes little economic sense for them to stop migration it does make sense to create a 
desperate pool of precarious labour, willing to take any job at any price.  A two-tier workforce is just what the 
Government needs to place a downward pressure on wages and undermine terms and conditions of employment 
for the entire working class.  The divisiveness, competition and mutual hostility that this would engender would 
divert workers' anger while the bosses go laughing all the way to the bank.  

What's the solution?
• If we're to resist attacks on welfare and living standards and leave a world that's fit for our children to live 

in, it's essential that we don't allow the politicians to divide us with their scapegoating of migrants.  The 
more they succeed in dividing migrants from indigenous workers and the unemployed the easier it is for 
them to extend and deepen their assault on welfare and living standards across the board.  

• We need workers' rights for all.  Trade unions must recruit, represent and organise migrant workers and 
prevent employers from denying them their legal rights.  This will prevent employers from getting away 
with exploitative practices that can rebound on all workers.

• We need an end to poverty pay.  The ranks of the working poor are mushrooming in Cameron's Britain.  
Attacks on migrants in-work-benefits aren't the answer – we need to fight for a living wage for all.

• We need proper investment in schools, hospitals and council housing to create meaningful and secure jobs 
for all who need them.  Migrant caps or threats of deportation for non EU migrants won't leave us with 
more jobs to go around – all evidence suggests that migration actually creates jobs. 

• We need proper rent controls on private landlords and the building of more council houses – not attacks on 
migrants' housing benefits or their right to live in decent social housing.

• We need to build campaigns that bring together all the victims of capitalist austerity – united in hope for a 
better world, not divided by fear and mistrust. 

Migrant Rights = Rights for All




