
No bedroom tax!!
Decent homes for all!
No to welfare cuts!

No more cuts to Council Tax Support!
The bedroom tax is just one part of a massive attack on our rights to security and 
a decent standard of living. Our benefits, our public services and our homes are all 
under threat, whilst thousands are forced into low/unpaid work. 

Cuts to Council Tax Support are adding to the burden on the poorest
The government has already slashed the amount it gives local councils for Council 
Tax Support (formerly Council Tax Benefit). Each council has to decide how to pay 
for the shortfall, and in Leeds people on Job-Seekers Allowance and the Work-
Related Activities group of ESA currently have to pay at least 26% of their own 
Council Tax bill out of their benefits.

That comes to between £3.50 and £5 per week – no mean feat from a total 
income of £72 per week (£57 for under-25s and £113 for a couple). Especially if 
you are already paying between £10 and £25 towards your rent due to the 
bedroom tax, or a similar amount or more to a private landlord because of cuts to 
Local Housing Allowance. That's on top of soaring food and energy costs, and 
paying for buses, phone calls and internet access to meet jobsearch requirements. 
And there is no protection for the ever-rising number of people who get their JSA 
or ESA stopped (sanctioned) for mostly trivial reasons beyond their own control.

It's about to get worse – unless we act now!
Now, the council is proposing new rules for 2015/16, whereby people will have to 
pay at least 30% of their Council Tax bill from these meagre benefits. They 
also propose that all new JSA claimants who remain unemployed after 6 months 
will have their Council Tax Support stopped altogether unless they take up what 
the council is calling a “package of support” to get them back into work. 

To be clear - “support” in this context means further harassment of claimants who 
are already affected by numerous impossible jobsearch conditions and schemes - 
including forced unpaid work (“workfare”) - enforced by the DWP and private 
contractors. These schemes waste public money and have been shown to be 
useless in general to people seeking work. Yet the council is expecting us to 
believe that they will somehow save money and produce more jobs!

Enough is enough! The consultation on next year's Council Tax 
Support plans ends on 14th November. Go online to object at 
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Council-tax-2015.aspx  

And don't stop there – turn over for more ways to stop this new 
attack on the poorest in our city. You don't have to be online....

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Council-tax-2015.aspx


Write to Councillor Wakefield
Council chief Keith Wakefield can be contacted at 35 Beech Grove Avenue, 
Garforth, LS25 1EF (phone 0113 2869947) or at the Labour Group Office, Civic 
Hall, LS1 1UR  (0113 247 4182). Or email keith.wakefield@leeds.gov.uk  Include 
your personal experiences if relevant, and tell him:

• Everybody living on JSA or ESA is vulnerable, not just those in exempted 
groups. Many are already going without essentials because of other benefit 
cuts. This includes sick and disabled people who are on the wrong benefit 
because of incompetent assessments and long delays in being assessed. The
city's poorest residents simply can't take any more.

• Anybody who is unemployed – let alone for 6 months or more - is already 
subject to a mass of stringent conditions and jobsearch requirements, with 
harsh sanctions (weeks or months without income) for people deemed not to
meet these conditions. There can be no place for additional conditionality 
through the Council Tax Support system.

• Compulsory work for benefits (“workfare”) is totally unacceptable  
Workfare helps massage the unemployment statistics, makes a fortune for 
private workfare providers, substitutes for proper funding of voluntary-sector 
organisations, and reduces waged work opportunities by replacing paid staff. 
LCC has already used it as part of a conditionality scheme for some 
Discretionary Housing Payment claimants, so we have no reason to trust it 
will not play a part in the Council Tax Support scheme.

• Penalising claimants with extra conditionality does not create jobs. 
What it does do is create a false distinction between the “genuine” or 
“deserving” claimant and a mythical dependent scrounger who needs to be 
“disciplined” into work. There is no evidence for this stereotype, but it suits 
the major political parties to promote it as they each prepare to fight an 
election on a platform of hammering the poor.

• Genuine support and training costs money – far more than the cost of 
covering someone's council tax whilst they seek suitable work! In a context 
where genuine support services have been cut or outsourced, we want to 
know who is set to profit from this scheme. Or is the council simply currying 
favour with the government in the hope of securing favourable treatment? In
any case, there is a very real risk of vulnerable people – eg those with 
mental health needs – coming to harm due to inappropriate interventions.

Now copy your letter to each of your councillors, and to your MP. 
Alternatively, you can phone them or visit one of their surgeries. You can find all 
the details you need at http://democracy.leeds.gov.uk/mgFindMember.aspx

If you would rather visit them as part of a group, please contact us. We can 
also give you more flyers so you can let all your friends and neighbours know.

Contact us to get involved, or come to a Hands Off Our Homes meeting. 
Call/text 0750401732/07930966205, email handsoffourhomes@gmail.com
See  www.handsoffourhomes.org.uk , or Leeds Hands Off Our Homes on Facebook

http://www.handsoffourhomes.org.uk/
http://democracy.leeds.gov.uk/mgFindMember.aspx
mailto:keith.wakefield@leeds.gov.uk


 

 

Meetings every first Wednesday of the month at the 
UNISON office, 160a Woodhouse Lane, Leeds LS2 9EN

We demand:
• No Eviction for Bedroom Tax arrears; arrears written off
• the Bedroom Tax scrapped and tenants compensated
• a huge programme to create decent and affordable homes 

for all in the council and social-rented sector

Contact us for more details and more flyers:
Handsoffourhomes@gmail.com

Telephone 07504 017322
Help us spread the word!!

mailto:Handsoffourhomes@gmail.com

